
Hello, my name is Janet Powell,

I am delighted to welcome you to Evelina London as you either take your first 
steps as a newly qualified nurse or are looking to move here as a qualified 
nurse with experience. Evelina London is very special and we are infectiously 
passionate about caring for children and their families with absolute kindness 
and respect.

To be a children’s nurse is a wonderful opportunity and I believe is a privilege 
like no other. No day is the same and certainly no child is. For them you may 
be their first experience of a nurse either in hospital or the community and 
they and their family will remember you and the positive impression you make 
for the rest of their lives.

Evelina London is expanding significantly and has a great ambition to 
provide outstanding care for children locally in community and hospital, and 
those requiring more specialised services and tertiary care, both regionally, 
nationally and internationally. A nurse’s role in this is very important and you 
will be crucial to delivering innovative nursing care whilst always remembering 
the fundamentals of nursing practice and how important it is to give safe, 
high quality care always.
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 Putting 
patients 

first: “What 
would I 

want for my 
family?”

Taking pride 
in what we 
do: “Am I 
doing my 

very best?”

 Respect 
others: 
“What 

would it 
be like if I 

was in your 
shoes?”

Strive to be 
the best: 

“How could 
we do it 
better?”

Act with 
integrity: 

“Am I doing 
the right 
thing?”

We are able to offer countless opportunities in many specialties and 
innovative services where you will be able to develop your personal skills 
and knowledge as a nurse. You’ll be able to build upon your experience with 
excellent education and training opportunities, tailored to your individual 
development to grow your expertise as a nurse through the Evelina Academy.

You will embody the Evelina London values:

It is the future of children’s nursing as a profession, and not the past, that 
makes me feel confident that those of you who are undertaking your nurse 
education today will play a significant role in providing the best quality care 
in future. It is a challenge to work with the complexities and difficulties that 
children in our care face but, with growing confidence, enthusiasm and a 
desire to become the best you can be, when you join Evelina London, you’ll be 
safe in the knowledge that your care makes a difference. We want you to join 
us here and make a difference every day to children, at home and in hospital 
and become an outstanding Evelina London Children’s Nurse.

I look forward to welcoming you

Kindest regards

Janet 

Evelina London Children’s Hospital
CQC overall rating
24 March 2016

Children’s Community Services
CQC overall rating
24 March 2016
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Evelina London Children’s Healthcare is part of Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS 
Foundation Trust. We are the second largest provider of children’s services 
in London.

Evelina London is more than just a hospital, it encompasses all the children 
and young people we care for within our network and in the community, we 
are proud to be one big family.

Our vision is to be a world leading centre of life-changing care for children, 
young people and their families. Based in a stunning purpose-built building 
on the St Thomas’ site, our hospital includes:

 � 141 inpatient beds, including 20 intensive care beds
 � 52-cot neonatal unit
 � Emergency Department
 � 5 operating theatres, plus 1 cardiac theatre in East Wing, St Thomas’
 �  a full children’s imaging service with MRI scanner, x-ray and ultrasound
 � a kidney dialysis unit
 � an outpatients department and a medical day care unit
 � a hospital school

Our community services include:

 � Hospital@home Team
 � Community Children’s Nurses 
 � Complex Needs Service 
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A hospital that does not feel like a hospital

With themed floors, a conservatory, rooms with views, sunlight and fresh air, 
Evelina London Children’s Hospital was designed around the needs of children 
and their families. 

It’s a seven-storey glass-fronted building, featuring a four-storey conservatory 
and dramatic views of Lambeth Palace and Archbishop’s Park. The inpatient 
wards overlook the atrium, the social heart of the building, housing a coffee 
shop, hot desk area for staff, performance space and the Evelina Hospital School.

Work-life balance

We want to help you strike a good balance between your work and home life, 
through a range of supportive policies:

 � on-site nurseries and childcare vouchers
 � help with accommodation
 � sports and social club with on-site gym
 � on-site cinema
 � staff counselling service
 � flexible working opportunities

We believe that Evelina London is built on the high quality, compassionate 
and innovative care we offer our patients. This is only possible through the 
dedication and skills of our staff.
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Why work at  
Evelina London?



Evelina London is situated in the heart of London, with excellent transport 
links. We’re within walking distance of London’s vibrant Southbank and a 
range of restaurants, cafés, pubs and bars.

Southbank has the advantage of being home to many of London’s well 
known attractions such as the Tate Modern, Shakespeare’s Globe, the Sea-Life 
Aquarium, Royal Festival Hall, London Dungeon, The Old Vic, London Film 
Museum, Jubilee Gardens and the London Eye, to name but a few.

Southbank plays host to a multitude of events, festivals and displays, as well as 
local markets and craft stalls. The famous Borough Market is open every day 
and is within stepping distance of Guy’s.

London is an incredibly green city; it has eight royal parks and many other 
public parks and open spaces where you can kick a ball about or kick off your 
shoes and relax.

Sports events, especially running, walking or cycling, play a big part of life on 
the Southbank as well as the regular buskers and street performers who make 
it a lively and vibrant place to be.
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We are pleased to be able to offer accommodation for staff at both the Guy’s 
and St Thomas’ sites. A variety of options including, single bedrooms in 
shared flats, studio flats and 2 bedroomed flats are offered on a maximum 
one year contract, with prices starting at £800 a month. 

We do our best to offer accommodation to everyone that asks however, at 
certain times of the year there may be a waiting list. If so we will help you find 
alternative accommodation with the help of our local housing partners.

For more information please contact the accommodation office at  
stthomas.accommodation@gstt.nhs.uk
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Accommodation



Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust is one of the UK’s busiest and 
most successful foundation trusts, with a long history of clinical excellence 
and high quality care. Our Trust comprises two of London’s best known 
teaching hospitals, St Thomas’ Hospital and Guy’s Hospital, and is home to 
Evelina London Children’s Hospital. 

We provide a full range of hospital services for our local communities in 
Lambeth and Southwark and also provide specialist services for patients 
from the south east and beyond. We have one of the busiest Emergency 
Departments in London.

Our hospitals have a long and proud history, we are world famous for 
medical breakthroughs and innovation, and are home to the original Florence 
Nightingale School of Nursing.

Our staff continue to live up to these pioneering traditions through their 
commitment to clinical excellence and world leading research. 
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Hello, my name is Eileen Sills,

I’ve been the chief nurse since 2005, and there’s never a day goes by when I 
don’t appreciate how lucky I am.

Guy’s and St Thomas’ is an incredible organisation, that has the most amazing 
nursing and midwifery staff, who strive to always get it right for our patients.
If you’re considering joining us, you will find a Trust that really does put its 
patients first, and that those on the frontline are supported to do the job they 
need to do.

We don’t always get it right, but my goodness me, we are certainly prepared 
to try.

Thank you for showing an interest in us.
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As a specialist children’s hospital, we recognise that there is always lots to 
learn and so we have a clinical educator based in every speciality. These highly 
skilled nurses will support you in your learning and development on the ward 
and ensure that you have the skills to safely care for the patients in your 
speciality. They regularly facilitate focused study days for their specialist areas. 

Our team of practice development nurses lead on professional training and 
development across the specialities offering band 5 and 6 development 
programmes, advanced care skills and actively promote mentorship training.
We are committed to fostering continual learning and professional development, 
and a host of learning opportunities are available including peer teaching 
sessions, e-learning, simulated practice and academic study programmes.

We work closely with our academic partners, King’s College London 
and London South Bank University, to provide exceptional training and 
development opportunities. We have a dedicated education centre close by 
and an excellent simulation training centre. 

All newly qualified nurses will receive a year’s preceptorship with study days 
and regular preceptorship meetings.
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We are extremely proud of our successful nurse rotation programme, which 
offers both a one and two year bespoke programme for newly registered 
paediatric nurses. The programme will give you the opportunity to gain 
experience in a variety of clinical specialities and a host of transferable skills

 �  The one year programme offers two ward placements of six months in two 
specialist areas (e.g. Neurology, Cardiology, Respiratory or Renal )

 �  The two year rotation offers two ward placements of 8 months and 
a placement in an advanced speciality (e.g. PICU, NICU, Community, 
Emergency Department or Research)

Whenever possible we try to ensure personal preference.

More experienced nurses, who would like the opportunity to gain experience 
in different areas can often be accommodated on an individual basis.

Rotation 
Programme
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Our ambulatory care services is comprised of Ocean, our main outpatients 
department, Husky, our day care unit, and several satellite clinics such ENT, 
Neurosciences, Rheumatology and pre-assessment based in St Thomas’ 
Hospital and in the community. There are additional general paediatrics 
clinics held in the community as well.

Ocean, located on the ground floor of Evelina London, has twenty one clinic 
rooms, four height and weight rooms, a therapy gym and a plaster room. We 
welcome a host of paediatric specialities within the department including 
Neurology, Orthopaedics, Sickle Cell and Neonatology to name but a few, and 
offer numerous specialist pre-assessment clinics. Many of our clinics are multi 
professional and we have a strong relationship with our physiotherapists, 
speech and language therapists and clinical nurse specialists.
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Ambulatory Care 
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Husky is an ambulatory care unit for children aged 0 to sixteen years 
who need to have an investigation or procedure but do not need to stay 
overnight. The children and young people visiting Husky may be under the 
care of any of the specialities treated in Evelina London, and so our skilled 
nursing team has a very broad knowledge base. 

Procedures may include blood transfusions or drug infusions, and some 
procedures such as cannulation and apheresis are led by nurses or the 
appropriate clinical nurse specialist. Many of our visitors have complex  
medical conditions and we frequently manage children who require sedation 
or a general anaesthetic for investigations or minor surgical procedures.
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Ambulatory Care
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Evelina London is one of 13 Paediatric Renal units in the UK that offer 
haemodialysis and transplantation, and has a very active living related 
transplant programme. 

As a specialist Nephrology and Urology unit, it will encourage you to develop 
your skills in caring for complex, long term patients, encompassing treatment 
modalities such as dialysis, post-transplant care and the management of acute 
renal failure.
 
There are a wide range of opportunities for expanding your role and 
experience further, including our haemodialysis unit, urology specialist 
nursing and our renal outreach team. 
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Beach
Nephrology and Urology



The Short Stay Surgical Unit will give you the opportunity to develop your 
expertise in a wide variety of specialties including, Cleft Lip and Palate, 
Plastics, ENT, MRI, Gastroenterology, Ophthalmology and General Surgery. 
An extremely busy and fast paced unit, it is essential that you are able to 
quickly build relationships with the children and their family or carers. 

Our nurses on Beach make a real impact on individual children and their 
families. Our excellent ward management has built a ward where staff not 
only feel valued and supported but are also enabled to achieve excellence in 
their nursing practice across a multitude of specialities.
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Beach 
Children’s Short Stay Surgical Unit



Our Paediatric Intensive Care Unit currently has 20 beds with plans to 
increase the number of critical care beds to 30 early in 2018. 

We offer a well-established, dynamic multi professional team with a wealth 
of experience. Research, evidence based practice, risk management and staff 
development are actively supported and promoted. 

Our nurses have the opportunity to gain a wide variety of experience caring 
for children requiring medical and surgical management, including those 
undergoing complex cardiac, spinal, ENT and airway surgery, some of whom 
require the joint care of the many specialist services within Evelina London. 
Experienced nurses will have the opportunity to develop skills in ECMO, renal 
replacement therapy and retrieval.
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The South Thames Retrieval Service is an integral part of our PICU.

Our retrieval teams stabilise and transfer children (by air and road) from the 
South Thames region and beyond, to the Intensive Care Unit that will best 
meet their needs. The role of the retrieval/advanced nurse practitioner is one 
of several potential career pathways on offer.

Our education team are ready to support your professional development so 
you can make the most of the fantastic variety of experience on offer. 
There are opportunities to undertake specialist courses including the PICU 
and Cardiac courses. We are committed to building on your existing skills and 
knowledge and welcome the opportunity to learn from you.
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Our children’s heart service deals with the diagnosis and treatment of 
all kinds of children’s heart problems including congenital heart disease, 
acquired heart disease and rhythm disturbances.

We care for around 6,000 patients each year from all over the United Kingdom 
and beyond. We are extremely proud that we are able to care for patients 
from before they are born (fetal cardiology) through their childhood and into 
young adulthood.

Our inpatient services currently offers 14 inpatient beds including 6 High 
dependency beds, and dedicated cardiac beds in the children’s intensive care 
ward. We will soon be moving to a new purpose built ward with increased 
capacity and state-of-the art facilities.
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Savannah – Camel Ward
Children’s cardiology



We provide cardiac outpatient and pre-assessment nurse-led services and 
have a large team of highly skilled clinical nurse specialists who support the 
children and their families in the community and our award winning home 
monitoring service.

Nursing children with cardiac conditions can be challenging but highly 
rewarding, we know how important it is to have specialist skills and 
knowledge to care for these children so we have invested in some key people 
to support our nurses. Our cardiology clinical educator and advanced nurse 
practitioner will teach and support you every step of the way, whether you are 
new to cardiology or already have the foundations and want to develop your 
career within the speciality.
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Our Neurology and Inherited Metabolic Disease (IMD) service provides a 
tertiary service to both regional patients in the South of England and from 
overseas. Our 18 bed unit provides 16 beds for neurology or IMD patients, 4 
of which are high care, and 2 beds for telemetry and sleep. 

Savannah Dragonfly is a national centre for complex motor disorders, 
managing dystonia using techniques such deep brain stimulation and 
intrathecal baclofen devices. We manage a wide variety of neurological 
conditions such as stroke, encephalitis and complex epilepsy and collaborate 
closely with palliative care teams and local hospices. 

Our IMD service is one of the main centres in the UK offering treatment to 
patients with all types of IMD. We see more than 300 new patients each year 
with over 200 admissions to the ward, this includes procedures for diagnosis 
and acute and long-term management, some of our patients may require 
urgent care to stabilise their condition. We manage many complex conditions 
including organic acidemias and urea cycle disorders, and are a national centre 
for glycogen storage disorders.

Our specialist clinical educator supports and encourages learning at all levels, 
offering frequent training opportunities and 1:1 teaching. We also benefit 
from a large clinical nurse specialist team who actively support the ward in 
training and development.

www.evelinalondon.nhs.uk

Savannah – Dragonfly Ward  
Neurology and Inherited 
Metabolic Diseases



Our Orthopaedic and Spinal service is the largest dedicated children’s 
orthopaedic unit in the region, providing 4,500 outpatient appointments and 
around 500 operations a year. We treat bone and joint problems in children, 
perform complex spinal surgery and assist with the management of children 
with orthopaedic emergencies, including fractures and infections. 

We specialise in the management of the orthopaedic aspects of 
neuromuscular disease, especially cerebral palsy. Many of our patients have 
multiple and complex needs, and we work closely with other teams including 
skeletal dysplasia service, and intensive care.

Our highly skilled clinical nurse specialists and senior staff are actively involved 
in the training and development of the ward team, offering study days and 
support in the clinical environment.
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Mountain has 43 beds and is home to General Medicine, Surgery and our 
High Dependency Unit. 

Our medical nursing team cares for elective and emergency patients from 
a range of specialities including complex respiratory, long-term ventilation, 
palliation and haemaglobinopathies. We are the main admission ward for our 
local children admitted via our Emergency Department and work closely with 
the Children’s Community nurses and the Hospital@home team.

This dual admission pathway ensures that our nurses gain specialist skills 
whilst consolidating their skills and knowledge in common childhood 
conditions including bronchiolitis, asthma and diabetes. There are many 
children in our local community with sickle cell disease and these patients 
make up a substantial proportion of the inpatient activity. Patients are 
admitted for emergency pain control, treatment of infections and other sickle 
cell related complications.

We have two clinical educators and several clinical nurse specialists attached 
to the ward who will help you develop your skills and knowledge in all of 
these areas. 
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Mountain offers both tertiary specialist surgical services to the children in the 
south and south east of England, and emergency surgery to the children in 
our local community. 

Our specialist services include Cleft lip and palate repairs, ENT, Plastics, and 
abdominal surgery. 

Our ENT service is one of the largest and most specialised in the UK. We see 
children with a variety of conditions including sleep apnoea, children with 
tracheostomies and those requiring cochlear implants. Many of these children 
have complex medical conditions and may need long-term support. 

We also provide a general surgery service to the children in our local 
community needing abdominal, orthopaedic or plastic surgery. 

Our ward team is supported by clinical educators, clinical nurse specialists and 
a large multidisciplinary team who work together with us to ensure the best 
care for our patients.
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Mountain High Dependency Unit provides care for patients requiring a 
higher level of supervision or intervention. The unit is supported by a highly 
skilled multi professional team who work together to ensure optimum care 
and experience for the child and family. The length of stay varies, but those 
children with complex respiratory or airway needs may have a long stay on 
the ward, so it is important for our nurses to build a strong bond with the 
children in their care.

There are currently 9 designated beds: 6 medical, 2 surgical and 1 ENT – this is 
soon to expand to 15 beds on Mountain and a further 10 critical care beds in 
the new purpose built unit on Sky. 

Our team of nurses have exceptional skills in managing high dependency 
patients with complex conditions, and have regular learning opportunities to 
share and update their skills. Our excellent clinical educator and senior nurses 
offer ongoing support and education.
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Snow Leopard is a six bed home away from home environment for children 
who have long-term ventilation (LTV) needs. 

Children who come to Snow Leopard often have complex medical problems 
and are likely to have had long stays in hospital during their life. The unit 
helps to ease the move from hospital to home for these children and their 
families by reducing the amount of medical interventions needed and 
allowing the families to get ready for discharge. To reinforce this step down 
approach, much of the care is given by senior nursing assistants who are 
trained in caring for ventilated children.
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Our Neonatal Unit is a tertiary level 3 referral unit. We are one of three hub 
NICUs for the South London Network.

Our newly expanded and upgraded unit comprises 22 ITU cots, 12 HDU cots 
and 20 SCBU cots. We treat around 1,000 patients per year, caring for babies 
with surgical, cardiac, neurological, renal and metabolic disorders as well as 
those born prematurely. 

We understand that many, if not most, neonatal nurses will not have had the 
opportunity to care for babies requiring surgical and cardiac interventions. We 
therefore offer all our nurses a place on both the surgical and cardiac study 
days which we run in-house several times a year.
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Career progression is actively encouraged, to this end we support band 
5 nurses to complete neonatal modules and hone their clinical skills in 
preparation for the band 6 role. A band 6 Development Programme is in place 
for experienced band 6s, preparing them to take on the challenge of being in 
charge of the unit and ultimately working towards a band 7 post.

We are proud of our leadership in research, cultivating opportunities 
for innovation; whilst in tandem ensuring our care has evidence based 
foundation.

We are exceptionally proud of our Baby Friendly Initiative Award (Level 3) 
which is testament to the skill, dedication and commitment of all our nurses in 
supporting mothers to breastfeed.

Whilst working on our unit is undeniably demanding, it is also extremely 
rewarding. We pride ourselves in being a very friendly unit where teamwork is 
an everyday event; everyone feels supported and valued, and everyone gives 
their best every day. 
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Our brand new friendly Children’s Emergency Department (ED) is located 
within the Emergency floor on the St Thomas’ Hospital site. We currently see 
24,000 children a year with various conditions that range from acute medical 
and surgical emergencies to traumatic injuries.

The multidisciplinary team are part of the Evelina London Children’s Hospital 
and work in close collaboration with the specialty teams. We also work very 
closely with the Adult Emergency Department and the Urgent Care Centre to 
provide high standards of patient care. The department is supported by skilled 
emergency nurse practitioners, a full-time play specialist, youth worker and a 
liaison health visitor.

We are very proud of our CQC rating of ‘outstanding’ for emergency care in 
March 2016 and strive to maintain this standard. We offer all staff a training 
and development programme to enhance their emergency nursing skills and 
further their career.

www.evelinalondon.nhs.uk

Children’s Emergency 
Department



In November 2016 we opened a purpose built children’s short stay unit 
adjacent to the Emergency Department. This 24 hour six-bed unit was 
designed for children and young people requiring a short period of 
admission. 

The unit is led by the Emergency Department team and nursing staff rotate 
between both areas. This joint working enables the emergency nursing staff 
to develop additional skills and experiences whilst also providing continuity of 
care for the children and their families.
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The theatre department consists of two paediatric specific theatre suites, 
Forest and Reef, and links with other satellite areas within St Thomas’ 
hospital. 

Forest theatre comprises three theatres, a procedure room, cardiac catheter 
room and an eight bay recovery unit. Reef theatre is situated on the lower 
ground floor and comprises two theatres and a four bay recovery unit. 

As part of a hospital providing a wide range of complex care, we offer 
a range of surgical specialities such as: Cardiac, Orthopaedics (including 
scoliosis surgery), ENT (Complex airway), Renal (including transplants), 
Gastroenterology, General, Plastics, Cleft lip and palate and emergency 
surgery.

Our theatre and recovery department provides a wealth of opportunities 
for nurses; with such a varied mix of specialities you will be given ample 
opportunity to develop your skills and knowledge in areas of your particular 
interest. 
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Theatres and Recovery 



The Evelina London research team is part of the NIHR and Biomedical 
Research Centre at Guy’s and St.Thomas’. It is comprised of a core 
multidisciplinary team of doctors, nurses, pharmacists, research assistants 
and a clinical educator dedicated to undertaking pioneering child health 
research aimed at improving care and developing new treatments. We lead, 
coordinate and support over one hundred research studies from the breath of 
specialities seen across Evelina London.

We appreciate that many children’s nurses may not have had the opportunity 
to care for a child or young person who may be part of a research study. The 
key is in having sound clinical, communication and organisation skills. No one 
day is the same and we pride ourselves in supporting one another as a team to 
deliver the highest standard of care to our patients and families. We support 
the development of our expert Clinical Research Nurses (CRN’s) through a 
comprehensive induction programme and ongoing education and training. 
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Our community nurses provide care to children and young people in the 
boroughs of Lambeth and Southwark. The team is divided into three areas of 
care; acute, long term and complex care. Our extended team includes critical 
care nurses, palliative care nurses and paediatric nurse specialists.

Nurses that are new to working in the community will be well supported by a 
professional development nurse and highly experienced colleagues. There are 
excellent opportunities for training and development including study days, 
conferences and individual learning.

Hospital @home team

Our Hospital@home team are experienced nurses who provide nursing 
assessment, support and advice to children and families during acute periods 
of illness. They provide short term nursing care to enable early discharge 
from hospital and liaise with the emergency department, reviewing patients 
at home to avoid admission. We facilitate two teams, one at Evelina London, 
and one at Kings College Hospital. These teams provide a rapid response and 
are able to carry out visits within 3 hours of referral, offering up to 3 visits 
a day should this be required. As the service develops, we aim to support 
GP’s with acutely unwell children by offering home support, monitoring and 
observation.

The service runs 8am – 10pm, seven days a week.
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Community Nurses 

Our community nurses act as a bridge between hospital and home. We aim 
to improve the quality of life of children and their carers by helping them to 
become more competent in managing their condition, and reduce the number 
of acute episodes leading to hospital admission. We are often the first point 
of contact for families and coordinate appropriate health care and support. 
The team offer generic support following planned or unplanned hospital 
admission for dressing and wound care, intravenous antibiotics and oxygen 
saturation monitoring. We work closely with the Hospital@home teams and 
have close working relationships with the multidisciplinary teams in the area 
and the GP local care networks. 

The team is based in hubs in the community and runs 7 days a week 8am – 6pm.

Community Nurses – Complex Care

Our multi-skilled team of continuing care nurses, outreach nurses and complex 
care school nurses, provides care and support to children and young people 
with complex care needs living in our local community. The team support 
families caring for children and young people that have a complex medical 
need as a result of disability, accident or illness, enabling them to be at home 
and attend school whenever possible. Working in partnership with families we 
support children with long term ventilation, tracheostomy care, assessments, 
enteral feeding support, and provide education and advice to schools and 
social care. 

Based in community hubs, the service runs Monday – Friday 08.30am – 6pm.
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